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The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK or North Korea) is an impoverished 
authoritarian state surrounded by prosperity in East Asia. North Korea's economy is exceptionally 
weak, and the country suffers from chronic food shortages. North Korea's failing economy and 
pursuit of nuclear weapons are a destabilizing force in the region and the wider global community. 
The North Korean Government maintains a rigid, closed society, largely disregarding the human 
rights of its citizens. 

The United States is committed to the verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula in a 
peaceful manner, which is the goal of the Six-Party Talks. The United States aims to achieve this 
goal through the full implementation of the September 2005 Six-Party Joint Statement, which states 
the DPRK's commitment to abandoning all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programs. The 
United States is also committed to promoting a situation in which North Korean citizens can live in 
freedom and prosperity. 

In FY 2009, the United States also aimed to continue progress toward full implementation of the 
September 2005 Joint Statement, and toward the goals of the Six-Party working groups on 
denuclearization, the normalization of United States-DPRK and Japan-DPRK relations, economic 
and energy assistance, and the creation of a Northeast Asia Peace and Security Mechanism. 

U.S. assistance directly supported the Six-Party Talks. During FY 2009, the United States provided 
50,000 metric tons of heavy fuel oil to the DPRK in parallel with North Korean progress on 
disablement. In November 2007, the Six Parties agreed that North Korea would implement 1 1 
steps to disable the three core nuclear facilities at Yongbyon. From November 2007 to April 2009, 
U.S. disablement experts were on the ground at Yongbyon, continuously monitoring disablement 
activities. By April 2009, the DPRK had completed 8 out of 11 disablement tasks at Yongbyon, 
including the discharge of more than 75 percent of the spent fuel rods from the nuclear reactor. 

Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to North Korea. 
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In April 2009, the DPRK expelled International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and U.S. technical 
experts after launching a ballistic missile. On May 25, 2009, North Korea announced it had tested a 
nuclear device. In June 2009, the DPRK announced its intention to reprocess spent fuel rods and to 
reverse other disablement steps. As a result, the United Nations Security Council unanimously 
passed UNSCR 1874, condemning DPRK's actions and toughening sanctions against DPRK. In 
September 2009, the DPRK responded with a letter to the United Nations Security Council that, 
according to a DPRK media report, stated that "reprocessing of spent fuel rods is at its final phase 
and extracted plutonium is being weaponized. Experimental uranium enrichment has successfully 
been conducted to enter into completion phase." 

In November 2009, President Obama announced that the United States would send U.S. Special 
Representative for North Korea Policy Ambassador Stephen Bosworth to Pyongyang on December 
8 for bilateral discussions with North Korean officials about the nuclear issue. The purpose of 
Ambassador Bosworth's mission was to facilitate the early resumption of Six-Party Talks, and to 
secure North Korea's reaffirmation of the September 2005 Joint Statement of the Six-Party Talks, 
including the verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula in a peaceful manner. North 
Korean officials expressed a willingness in principle to resume the Six-Party Talks, and reaffirmed 
their commitment to the Joint Statement, including denuclearization. The specifics of when and 
how this agreement would proceed were not reached. 

In FY 2010, the United States continues to seek the verifiable denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula in a peaceful manner, and the DPRK's return to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and 
IAEA safeguards as stated in the September 19, 2005 Joint Statement of the Six-Party Talks. 
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